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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Blair house was built by Dr. Joseph Lovell between 1824 and 1827 on
land purchased by Stephen Decatur in 1818. After the death of

Dr. Lovell in 1836 the house was sold to Francis Preston Blair and
remained in Blair ownership for over 100 years until 1942 when it
was purchased by the Federal government and used as a guesthouse for
visiting dignitaries.

The original house was a square two-story brick building with a
basement. It had a brick stable and carriage house adjoining an alley
and a cultivated fruit and flower garden.

By about 1860 a two-story bay had been added on the east end of the
house and the roof raised two times to provide for the upper two stories.
The present yellow stucco finish was applied to the formerly exposed
brick work at about the time of the Civil War. The doorway and

portico appear to be restorations.

Within the house the architecture is obscured by the fixture and
appointments. Alterations in its original appearance are primarily
superficial for the original doors, hardware, most of the trim, and
the plan have been little changed. A good many of the internal
details have been modified from time to time, but the changes made
when the house became government property Were relatively slight.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Blair House is significant for the great number of nationally prominent
dignitaries who resided and were received there, A few residents, such
as Francis Preston Blair, Sr. and George Bancroft were individuals of
exceptional importance. The house through all its changes remained

an important residence, a prominent center of social gatherings, the
meeting place of great men and the setting for great events for a
century-and-a-half down to the present day.

Blair House was the residence of Francis Preston Blair, Sr., member of
Andrew Jackson's Kitchen Cabinet" and co-publisher of the Globe, the
influential mouthpiece of the administration. George Bancroft, historian
and Secretary of the Navy, resided here when he laid the foundation for
the U.S. Naval Academy. Bancroft's successor John Y. Mason followed
Bancroft as tenant and still later, the first Secretary of the Interior,
Thomas Ewing, resided there. The wedding of William Tecumseh Sherman

and Ewing's daughter Ellen took place here in 1850. Senator Thomas
Corwin succeeded Ewing as tenant and John J. Crittenden, Attorney
General, resided with the Corwins.

The Blairs returned to the house in the 1850's and came to be known
by some as one of the most influential families in the country. Their
house was a center of political discussion for men such as John C.
Calhoun, John C. Breckinridge, Jefferson Davis, Webster and Clay.

The Blairs were backers of the Free Soil Party who shifted behind
Fremont and the Republicans in 1856. Montgomery Blair became Postmaster
General and adviser to Lincoln. During the Civil War a number of vital
decisions were made at conferences at Blair House.

Following the Civil War, the Blairs remained prominent but their politi-
cal influence wained as they became estranged from radical Republican
circles and drifted back into the Democratic party. The national
importance of the house re-emerged, however, when in 1942 it became

the guesthouse of foreign dignitaries and temporary presidential quarters
In the last respect it was the scene of the attempted assassination of
Presidence Truman on November 1, 1950.
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United States Department of State, Blair House; Past and Present, 1945.
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